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 CARGO WEIGHT GUIDELINES 
      WEIGHT GUIDELINES FOR CONTAINER/INTERMODAL DRAYAGE 

 

           CONTAINER              CHASSIS TYPE 
             ESTIMATED CARGO 
            WEIGHT GUIDELINES 

            20 FOOT            STANDARD STEAMSHIP CHASSIS                        0 – 37,500 POUNDS 

            20 FOOT              TRI AXLE CHASSIS                        0 – 44,000 POUNDS 

            40 FOOT           STANDARD STEAMSHIP CHASSIS                                0 – 46,500 

 

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE SECTION 35551 (COMPUTATION OF ALLOWABLE GROSS WEIGHTS) LISTS THE 

TOTAL GROSS WEIGHT IN POUNDS IMPOSED ON THE HIGHWAY BY ANY TWO MORE CONSECUTIVE AXLES. 

THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THIS VEHICLE CODE SECTION BASED ON ALLOWABLE WEIGHTS PER 

EACH SET OF AXLES ON A TRUCK AND CONTAINER DRAYAGE.  CARGO GUIDELINES DO NOT APPLY TO 

CONTAINERS WITH REEFER UNITS. (MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE GROSS WEIGHT FOR VEHICLES UNDER 51 

FEET IN LENGTH IS 77,500 POUNDS. VEHICLES EXCEEDING A LENGTH OF 51 FEET ARE ALLOWED A GROSS 

WEIGHT OF 80,000.) 

 

              STEER  
               AXLE 

              DRIVE 
               AXLE 

                REAR  
                AXLE 

           CHASSIS 
               TYPE 

         TRACTOR 
             TYPE 

  12,500 POUNDS 34,000 POUNDS 34,000 POUNDS     STANDARD                 3 AXLE 
12,500 POUNDS 34,000 POUNDS 39,000 POUNDS     2 AXLE SPREAD                 3 AXLE 

12,500 POUNDS 34,000 POUNDS 42,500 POUNDS               TRIAXLE                  3 AXLE 

 
THE FOLLOWING ARE WEIGHT LIMITATIONS PER AXLES ON STANDARD 20’ & 40’ CONTAINERS. 

(MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE GROSS WEIGHT WILL VARY DEPENDING ON OVERALL LENGTH OF TRACTOR 

AND CHASSIS. AXLE WEIGHT DOES NOT CHANGE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE GROSS WEIGHT.) 

 

 STANDARD 20’ CONTAINER ON 
STEAMSHIP LINE CHASSIS. (GROSS 
WEIGHT WILL VARY FROM 66,000 TO 
80,000 POUNDS DEPENDING ON 
OVERALL VEHICLE LENGTH. APPROX. 
CARGO WEIGHT 37,500)  

 
 

 
 

 STANDARD 40’ CONTAINER ON 
STEAMSHIP LINE CHASSIS. (GROSS 
WEIGHT 80,000 POUNDS APPROX. 
CARGO WEIGHT 46,500)  

      12,500                        34,000                            34,000 
 

 
 

 
 

      
 12,500                    34,000                                                          34,000 
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CARGO WEIGHT GUIDELINES (CONTINUED) 

 
THE FOLLOWING ARE WEIGHT LIMITATIONS PER AXLES ON SLIDER CHASSIS COMBINATIONS. (MAXIMUM 

ALLOWABLE GROSS WEIGHT WILL VARY DEPENDING ON OVERALL LENGTH OF TRACTOR AND CHASSIS. 

AXLE WEIGHT DOES NOT CHANGE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE GROSS WEIGHT.)  

 

 20’ CONTAINER WITH 2 AXLE SLIDER 
CHASSIS. (GROSS WEIGHT 80,000 
APPROX. CARGO WEIGHT 37,501 – 
42,000)  

 
 
 

 
 
         12,500                   34,000                                                  39,000 

  

 

 20’ CONTAINER WITH 3 AXLE SLIDER 
CHASSIS. ((GROSS WEIGHT 80,000 
APPROX. CARGO WEIGHT 37,501 – 
44, 000)  

    

                                                                                   12,500                    34,000                                                  42,500 

 


